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refractive index out of lead boro-silicate. In 1825 Faraday's
position at the Royal Institution was improved. Hitherto
he had nominally been the assistant of Davy and Brande.
On Davy's recommendation he was appointed Director of
the Laboratory under the superintendence of Brande, the
Professor of Chemistry, His new status enabled him to
revive the Institution's organization. Brande was not a
brilliant lecturer and the Institution was not flourishing.
Faraday started evening meetings, at which members could
see experiments and discuss researches in progress at the
Institution and elsewhere. In 1826 he formalized these
meetings as Friday Evening Discourses. Seventeen were
delivered in the first year, of which Faraday himself gave
six. These discourses are still continued and have become
one of the most famous series of lectures on the progress
of science. He extended the appeal of the Institution by
starting in 1826-27 the Christmas Courses of Lectures
Adapted to a Juvenile Auditory. The first course was
given by Wallis on Astronomy, and the second by Faraday
on Chemistry. He gave no less than eighteen more
courses, the last being in the winter of 1860-61. Faraday
himself continued the morning lectures which Davy had in
his day made the resort of fashion. Besides expending so
much energy on increasing the popularity of the Institution
by lecturing, Faraday devoted the most minute care to
economy of management. In 1827 he declined the Chair
of Chemistry in the newly-founded London University,
because "I think it a matter of duty and gratitude on my
part to do what I can for the good of the Royal Institution
in the present attempt to establish it firmly. The Institution
has been a source of knowledge and pleasure to me for the
last fourteen years; and though it does not pay me in
salary what I now strive to do for it, yet I possess the kind
feelings and good-will of its authorities and members, and
all the privileges it can grant or I require; and, moreover, I
remember the protection it has afforded me during the past
years of my scientific life. These circumstances, with the
thorough conviction that it is a useful and valuable establish-
ment, and the strong hopes that exertions will be followed

